
 

 

Hey you blacksmiths! 

 

If you didnôt make it to Camden, you missed a fine demonstration by Tal Harris.  It was a 

bit warm.  Some of the blacksmiths were so inspired by the morning demo that they 

busted it for home early, inspired to make a scrollé  Or maybe they just had a little too 

much of the heat.  We had a great time, watched a great demo, and had a good lunch and 

good fellowship.  Donôt know it that would make a beer commercial or not. 

 

Tal showed us how he makes the standard scroll, the penny scroll and the fishtail scroll.  

He made the penny scroll by rolling the tapered bar up from nothing as tight as he could 

until he had his penny.  Then he formed the scroll by hand, as he did with the others.  On 

the fishtail, he showed us the trick of cutting away a vee in the center of the tip to get it to 

roll better.  He ended the morning session by carefully explaining, then fastening the 

three scrolls together with collars.  Ever attentive to detail, Tal completed the piece by 

accentuating the lines on the closed tapers of the collars.  Nice work.  Te won it in the 

iron-in-the-hat much to the chagrin of the rest of usé 

 

In the afternoon, Tal showed some piercing and explained how he assembled his 

beautiful coffee table grill that he did in Francis Whitakerôs last class.  Good demo, hope 

you get to watch him again.  Thanks, Tal. 

 

The next meeting is at Chris and Karla Herronôs Johnsonville forge.  October 11, mark 

your calendar.  Check the back page for the map.  Mike Tucker and Jimmy Suggs will be 

demonstrating what they learned in their class with Jerry Darnell this summer.  They said 

they enjoyed the class and learned a lot, but they wished that Jerry would have picked up 

the pace and allowed them to work on after class time was over.  Whodathunkit? 

 

Mike DuBois will be hosting the December meeting in Charleston at the Charleston 

Forge.  Not sure of the exact date.  Mike will be demonstrating with help from Ann 

Suggs on hosting duties. 

 

We talked about the April ó09 meeting at Magnolia Gardens.  Bill and Linda Creek are 

going to host the meeting; no thoughts to who will be demonstrating.  We are hoping that 

there will be a lot of the public at the meeting.  We can sell items to the public if we wish.  

MG will not charge us, although they would like to have you put in consignment items 

into their shop at the usual 60/40 rate.  They will allow us and those with us free 

admission to the grounds (that is a $14 per person freebe).  More details to follow on that.  

But, I want you to remember about the Bridge Iron that we got.  I would like to have your 

bridge iron items so that we could auction them at the April meeting.  That would get 

some outside money into our coffers.  Not that we need a whole lot of money, but the 

iron-in-the-hat money is only OUR money.  It sure wouldnôt hurt to bring in some from 

outside. 

 



They would also like for us to periodically come down and demonstrate and sell if you so 

choose, again no charge to sell.  They are interested in having a forge built for us (like us 

not having to build it, just give them plans and consult).  Weôll see how that goes.  Bill 

Creek, Meck, possibly John Tanner and I will be going down on Saturday, 10/25 for their 

Fall Festival.  Sunday (26
th
) is open as well as the following weekend.  Let Bill know if 

you want to go down and demo.  He is our contact with Magnolia Gardens. 

 

Election time is coming around.  No train whistles this timeé  Mike Tucker has been 

nominated for President; Meck has been nominated for Vice-President.  You may 

nominate others.  We also have two Board of Directors positions to fill.  Self nomination 

is acceptable.  Let me or one of the Board members know.  We will have more on the 

election in the December newsletter and a ballot in the January newsletter.  Write-ins are 

acceptable, but being on the ballot may garner more votes. 

 

Chris and Karla have a tee shirt guy lined up.  Chris is going to get some new tees made 

up of the same pattern we have used.  There was some discussion about getting pockets 

on the tees, but there was no one really opinionated about itéOh, yeah, I do remember 

that Darwin did want pockets. 

 

I donôt know much else.  Stretch you abilities.  Try something you havenôt tried before.  

Make a scroll.  Make a flower.  Sculpt a horse head.  Try it!  You might like it! 

 

Barry. 

 

 
 

A Revolutionary War style traveling forge. 

You could really be ñcorrectò with one of theseé 



Iron -in-the-Hat 
 

Item Donated By Won By 

   

Chain John Tanner Mike DuBois 

Granite Slab Table Roger and Gail Marcengill ML Tanner 

Iron Rose Roger and Gail Marcengill John O'Dell 

Mozaic Damascus Knife Meck Hartfield Pam Etheridge 

Oak Leaf Soap Dish Meck Hartfield Marion Mouzon 

Fire Extinguisher Bill and Linda Creek Jody Durham 

Colonial Spatula Barry Myers Jeanette Burgess 

Bucket of Coal Layne Law Jesse Barfield 

Bucket of Coal Layne Law Jesse Barfield 

Cooper River Bridge Medallion Bill and Linda Creek Te Koehler 

Two choice items from Misc Iron Box Joe Holliday Doug Potter 

Two choice items from Misc Iron Box Joe Holliday Jimmy Suggs 

Two choice items from Misc Iron Box Joe Holliday Doug Potter 

Two choice items from Misc Iron Box Joe Holliday Marion Mouzon 

Two choice items from Misc Iron Box Joe Holliday Gail Marcengill 

Two choice items from Misc Iron Box Joe Holliday John Elliot 

Two choice items from Misc Iron Box Joe Holliday Jimmy Suggs 

Two choice items from Misc Iron Box Joe Holliday Larry Wiles 

Two large steel hooks Bill Burgess John Elliot 

25 Ft Steel Tape Measure Bill Burgess Joe Holladay 

Fat Bastard Wine Te Koehler Mary Hanna 

Tomatoes and Spices Jamie Stevens Te Koehler 

Antique Plant Hangers Doug and Claudette Potter John O'Dell 

Antique Plant Hanger Kit Doug and Claudette Potter Gail Marcengill 

2 Hay Rake Tines Marion Mouzon Jimmy Suggs 

2 Hay Rake Tines Marion Mouzon Ray Pearre 

Saw Blade Marion Mouzon Barry Myers 

Engraved Canoe Paddle Marion Mouzon ML Tanner 

Twisting Wrench Kit Marion Mouzon Winston Koehler 

Antique Hinges Boykin Beard Darwin Lamb 

Antique Hinges Boykin Beard Barry Myers 

Antique Hinges Boykin Beard Barry Myers 

3 Pair Tongs Larry Wiles Johnny Marks 

New Files Mike Tucker Doug Potter 

New Files Mike Tucker Te Koehler 

New Files Mike Tucker Barry Myers 

New Files Mike Tucker Jesse Barfield 

Knife Magazines Jerry Fowler Charles Meyer 

Knife Magazines Jerry Fowler Mike DuBois 

Knife Magazines Jerry Fowler Ashley Herron 

Anvil Ring Magazines ABANA Te Koehler 

Anvil Ring Magazines ABANA Te Koehler 

Bag O' Coal Ray Pearre Steve Mungo 

Eye Bolts Jesse Barfield Te Koehler 

Plant Hanger and S Hook Ed Sylverster Ashley Herron 

Jerry Darnell Demo Drawings Jimmy Suggs Chris Herron 

  



Bird Spit Demo Piece Jerry Darnell and Jimmy Suggs Fritz Koehler 

Texturing Hammer Heads Johnny Marks Ray Pearre 

Heavy Hex Bar Pistol Barrell Kits Chris Herron Jesse Barfield 

Heavy Hex Bar Pistol Barrell Kits Chris Herron John Elliot 

Silicon Bronze Rose/Iron Heart Jody Durham David Motes 

Scroll Demo Piece Tal Harris Te Koehler 
 

   

I couldnôt even get the iron in the hat on one page!  You are amazing!  We added over $700 

to the scholarship funds.  Thank you.  The poor children you will send to Blacksmith Camp 

thank you. 

  

 

 
Johnny Marks donated two hammers of this type to Iron-in-the-hat.  Ray Pearre is 

probably out there making leaves as the rest of us read thisé 



Here is a Jerry Darnell work-sketch of a Bird Spit in his own hand.  I tried to encourage 

Jerry to publish his sketches.  He said he is thinking of it.  Prod him if you know him.  

This is the spit that Fritz won in the iron-in-the-hat this month. 

 

 
 

  

 



 
This work sketch reproduced with permission from Jerry Darnell.  

 

 

At the meeting in Camden, I brought up the COSIRA books that may be downloaded so 

that you may read about traditional blacksmithing.   

 

Here is the url (thatôs real geeky computer talké) 
http://www.countryside.gov.uk/LAR/archive/publications/craftpublication
s.asp  
 


